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the young gentlemen who are supposed to monopolize that par- 
ticular manner ; to speak of it as theatrical would be to libel the 
Crummleses of the stage. It is bombastic to the last degree of 
the ridiculous ; wordy to an inconceivable extent ; vulgar in its 
tawdriness, and disgusting in its affectation and pretetice. The 
lectures abound in the most incoherent and absurd rhapsodies ; 
in what " the learned call rigmarole " ; and together with these 
are published all the exaggerated commendations of the news- 
paper press. The book has been thrust upon the public notice 
by a system of puffery which would discredit the author's illus- 
trious namesake, the advertiser of the " Poudres Subtiles," or 
the still more illustrious venders of Dr. Brandreth's pills. In- 
deed, a large portion of Professor Gouraud's volume belongs to 
the species of literature, which, in its higher departments, em- 
braces those immortal advertisements. If the tasteless and ut- 
terly unfounded pretensions of this book, and the ludicrously ex- 
aggerated puffs it has received, are deserving of rebuke, the ar- 
rogant tone of the author himself ought to be met with a sterner 
reprobation. Flattered by the applauses of indiscriminating 
audiences in New York and Philadelphia, in which perhaps 
there was a vein of irony which he failed to perceive, he has 
had the vanity to speak of himself with an air that would 
have been unbecoming in a Newton, and of others who have ques- 
tioned his foolish claims with an insolence for which it is not easy 
to find an epithet. A book so full of charlatanry as this, had it 
appeared in any other civilized country in Christendom, would 
have instantly encountered a storm of ridicule and contempt. 
It could not have survived the day of its birth. 



8. — Epitaphs from the Old Burying- Ground in Cambridge. 
With Notes. By William Thaddeus Harris, Junior 
Sophister in Harvard College. Cambridge : John Owen. 
1845. 12mo. pp. 192. 

The work of Old Mortality performed by an undergraduate 
in college I It is a pious office to render permanent the inscrip- 
tions on the gravestones of our fathers, and thus, as far as in 
one lies, to perpetuate the memory of their lives and virtues. 
To bring together these simple records, also, is a good deed for 
the future historian, enabling him to complete many a genealog- 
ical record, and to ascertain dates and isolated facts, of which 
there may be no other memorial extant. The merit of the work 
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is enhanced, when faithfully performed, as in the present case, 
and illustrated, through the medium of notes, by all the light 
which town and church records could throw upon it, and by ref- 
erences to other antiquarian and historical publications, that 
touch upon the same subjects. The old burying-ground in Cam- 
bridge is an interesting spot, — even more so, to one class of visit- 
ants, than the remarkable and picturesque cemetery in its neigh- 
bourhood. It is intimately connected with the history of the 
College, or rather of the Grammar School in Cambridge, out of 
which the present well endowed and flourishing University has 
sprung. It contains the ashes of many of its earlier officers and 
presidents, and of some of its promising students cut off before 
their time. Time's " effacing fingers " were rapidly obliterating 
the lines graven upon their head-stones, and wiping out the 
memory of their services from the hearts of their descendants. 
This little publication may do something to arrest this work of the 
destroyer, and to induce the inhabitants of the town to make 
some effort to improve the neglected and desolate aspect of a 
place which ought to be hallowed in their eyes. 
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